Pathology of transluminal balloon angioplasty used in the treatment of coronary heart disease.
The author provides insight into what happens to arteries or saphenous vein bypass grafts with angioplasty. The morphologic and histologic changes in coronary arteries and saphenous vein bypass grafts subjected to balloon dilation procedures are described. Mechanisms of action, causes of restenosis, and effects of adjacent nondilated vessels are discussed, as well as why some interventional procedures work, others do not, and some have a promising future.